ANSWERS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, APRIL, 1944.
CIVIL AVIATION

Asked to make a statement about the Anglo-American discussions on civil air transport
after the war, the Prime Minister said on April 18 :

The conversations referred to were informal and exploratory. They
had for their primary purpose an exchange of views on the desirability
of holding an international Conference and on the form of co-operation
which each country would advocate on such an occasion. I am glad
to say that sufficient agreement was reached for both countries to
support the holding of a Conference in the expectation that final
dispositions could then be achieved. Concessions'were made by both
the United Kingdom and the United States of America, but they related
only to the basis on which discussions will be launched at an Inter-
national Conference. It would not be appropriate or useful for me to
make any detailed statement in advance of the Conference, which both
His Majesty's Government and the Government of the United States
hope will be held this year.

I do not think we are in a position to advocate a particular policy
at this particular moment. We must give our negotiators a chance, and
it is better for us to see what other countries will put forward before
we unfold it all. Yet, on the other hand, I can also imagine that it
might be an occasion for the House to debate the matter in a general
way without pinning our delegates down to any exact particulars.

We are keeping the Russian Government fully informed on this
matter, and not only on this matter but on a very wide range of subjects.

UNITED NATIONS' POLICIES

Asked what consultations had taken place between Britain and America regarding
an international organization for the maintenance of peace, referred to in Mr. Cordell
Hull's broadcast on April 9, the Prime Minister said on April 18:

Preliminary exchanges of information on post-war questions are
constantly taking place between various members of the 34 United
Nations, but I cannot hold out expectations that any agreed statement
upon the subject will be made in the near future. It is a topic which
will not suffer at all from thought or well-considered discussion.

Asked whether there were plans which would conflict with the League of Nations
Covenant, Mr. Churchill said :

I think that a great many people agree that Mr. Hull's speech was
most helpful in that direction. There is undoubtedly a common
building-up of thought between Britain and the United States, and we
have every intention of keeping other nations informed. I have to be
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